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PASQUOTANK ATTACK 


Another 
prison 
officer 
dies 


BY JOE MARUSAK 
jmarusak@charlotteobserver.com 


Correctional Officer Wendy 
Shannon died Monday night 
from injuries she suffered dur- 
ing an Oct. 12 inmate escape 
attempt at Pasquotank Correc- 
tional Institution in Elizabeth 
City. 

She is the third prison em- 
ployee to die as a result of the 
attack. 

Shannon, 49, died at Sentara 
Norfolk General Hospital in 
Norfolk, Va. She 
began her De- 
partment of Pub- 
lic Safety career 
at Pasquotank on 
Oct. 21, 2013, as 
a correctional 


officer. 
Wendy “Our hearts 
Shannon are broken at the 
passing of Offi- 


cer Shannon,” N.C. Department 
of Public Safety Secretary Erik 
Hooks said. “Our deepest con- 
dolences go out to the Shannon 
family during this difficult 
time.” 

Four inmates were charged 
with first-degree murder in the 
attacks that also killed prison 
employees Veronica Darden 
and Justin Smith. The assaults 
also injured 10 other employ- 
ees. 

Law enforcement authorities 
said the inmates were working 
inside the prison’s sewing plant 
when they tried to carry out the 
escape plan. 

Inmates at the Eastern North 
Carolina prison beat employees 
with hammers and stabbed 
them with scissors, according to 
prison workers who called 911. 
It was the deadliest escape 
attempt in North Carolina pri- 
son history. 

The prison remains on lock- 
down. 


Joe Marusak: 704-358-5067, 
@jmarusak 
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RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


Charges filed against 


gn officials 


ALEX BRANDON AP 


Paul Manafort leaves Federal District Court in Washington on Monday. Manafort, President Donald Trump’s former campaign chairman, and 
Manafort’s business associate Rick Gates have pleaded not guilty to felony charges of conspiracy against the United States and other counts. 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY, 
ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN 
AND CAROL D. LEONNIG 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 
pecial prosecutor Robert 
Mueller on Monday 
revealed charges against 
three former Trump 
campaign officials - including 
onetime campaign chairman 
Paul Manafort — marking the 
first criminal allegations to 
come from probes into possible 
Russian influence in U.S. politi- 
cal affairs. 

One of the three men 
charged, former Trump foreign 
policy adviser George Papado- 
poulos, admitted making a false 
statement to FBI investigators 
who asked about his contacts 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


Rick Gates 


with a foreigner who claimed to 
have high-level Russian con- 
nections. The agreement was 
unsealed Monday. 

Court documents described 
extensive efforts Papadopoulos 


PAUL MANAFORT 
AND RICK GATES 
WERE CHARGED 
IN A 12-COUNT 
INDICTMENT WITH 
CONSPIRACY TO 
LAUNDER MONEY, 
MAKING FALSE 
STATEMENTS AND 
OTHER CHARGES. 


made to try to broker connec- 
tions with Russian officials and 
arrange a meeting between 
them and the Trump campaign, 
though some emails show his 
offers were rebuffed. 


The third person charged was 
Manafort’s longtime business 
partner, Rick Gates. 

The charges collectively show 
how Mueller is aggressively 
probing the lives of those in 
President Donald Trump’s orbit 
- digging into their personal 
finances while also exploring 
whether they might have coor- 
dinated, or tried to coordinate, 
with Russia to influence the 
2016 election. 

Papadopoulos ultimately 
admitted to lying to the FBI 
about his interactions with 
people he thought had connec- 
tions with the Russian govern- 
ment. He has been cooperating 
with investigators for months, 
according to a court filing, and 


SEE INDICTMENT, 7A 


DIEDRA LAIRD dlaird@charlotteobserver.com 


“The VanLandingham Estate is among the most important pieces of 
historic architecture in this city,” historian Dan Morrill says. 


Owner says demolition is an option 
for house on VanLandingham Estate 


BY ELY PORTILLO 
elyportillo@charlotteobserver.com 


For years, the question of the 
VanLandingham Estate’s future 
has hung over the property - a 
historic house, event venue and 
gardens smack in the middle of 
one of Charlotte’s hottest neigh- 
borhoods. 

City Council voted down a 
plan to develop townhouses and 
a pool club on part of the prop- 
erty, located on The Plaza, in a 


surprise split decision in 2015. 
Now, owner Billy Maddalon is 
trying again to redevelop the 
104-year-old site, with a plan 
that would save and find a new 
use for the main house. 

But in case that doesn’t work 
out again, Maddalon has also 
started the process that would 
be required to demolish the 
building, a historic landmark. 
He said that’s not his goal, but 
the estate - which Maddalon has 
said is expensive to run and 
unprofitable - can’t function 


forever. 

“Unfortunately, the estate 
may just go away, because that’s 
clearly what the marketplace is 
saying,” said Maddalon. “Every- 
one, including myself, is in- 
vested in seeing that doesn’t 
happen.” 

Maddalon said he plans to file 
a rezoning plan for the property 
soon, which would allow some 
of the 5-acre site to be sold for 
townhouses. That’s similar to 


SEE DEMOLITION, 2A 
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